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00 O O As you may be fully aware now, writing is an extremely important skill youshould have. For it is a key
medium through which you communicate with tutorsand provide the university authorities with written evidence
of your academicachievement. Although you have writing tasks in all your first year courses, theyare random and
far from being adequate. They can be regarded as warm-upexercises for this course, the chief objective of which is
to offer you a systematictraining in writing skills.I'm sure you'll agree with me that the whole business of learning
English is toacquire competence and skills in communicating in English with English-speaking people. Without
this objective of communication there seems to be littlepoint in learning a foreign language. This course introduces
to you somefundamental concepts concerning the triple relations among communication,culture and language,
offers you some basic training in handling delicate issues incross-cultural communication, and enhances your
awareness of potential pitfallsthat you may have in your future contact with the outside world.Any language,
English or Chinese, was born with man, grows with man and willdie with man. In other words language evolves as
man and society progress. Thiscourse will show you the social and cultural dynamics that enable English to liveup
with the demands of the ever-changing world.
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