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00 OO Where we drilled four[] abreast down the smooth asphalt and pivoted and entered the chapel on Sundays

[0 our uniforms pressed(] shoes shined[d minds laced up eyes blind like those of robots tO visitors and officials
on the low whitewashed reviewing stand[d] [ [J It's SO long ago and far away that here in my invisibility 1
wonder if it happened at a11[] Then in my mind's eye | see the bronze statue of the college Founder(J the cold
Father sym- bol[J his hands outstretched in the breathtaking gesture of lifting a veil that flutters in hard[0 metallic
folds above the face of a kneeling slavel] and | am standing puzzledd unable tO decide whether the veil iS really
being liftedd

or lowered more firmly in place[] whether I am witnessing a revelation or a more eft- cient blinding[] And as I gaze
(I there is a rustle of wings and I see a flock of starlings flighting before me and[] when | look again[] the bronze
face] whose empty eyes look upon a world I have never seen(]

runs with liquid chalk——creating another ambiguity tO puzzle my groping mind[J Why is a bird-soiled statue
more commanding than one that is clean?l] [J Oh[J long green stretch of campus] Oh[] quiet songs at dusk

[0 Oh moon that kissed the steeple and flooded the per- fumed nightstJ Oh bugle that called in the morning
[J Oh[ drum that marched US militarily at noon——what was real[] what solidlJ what more than a pleasant

O time-killing dream?For how could it have been real if now | am invisible?If real ] why iS it that | Can recall in all
that island of greenness no fountain but one that Was broken[J

corroded and dry?And Why does no rain fall through my recollections] sound through my memories[] soak
through the hard dry crust of the still SO recent past?why d0 | recall]

instead of the odor of seed bursting in springtimel] only the yellow contents of the cistern spread over the lawn's
dead grass?Whv? And how?How and why?(] [0 [0 [
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