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[0 O The median age of pubescence for girls has been found to be thirteen years and nine months in New York and
Chi cago. The age varies for individuals from ten, or earlier, to seventeen. Virginia was not quite fourteen when
Harry Edgar possessed her. He gave her lessons in algebra. Jeminagrine cela. They spent their honeymoon at
Petersburg,Fla. Monsieur Poe-poe, as that boy in one of Monsieur Humbert Humberts classes in Paris called the
poet-poet.[] O Now this was something the intruder had not expected. The whole pill-spiel (a rather sordid affair,
entre nous soit dit) had had for object a fastness of sleep that a whole regiment would not have disturbed, and here
she was staring at[] [1 me, and thickly calling me Barbara. Barbara, wearing my pajamas which were much too tight
for her, remained poised motionless over the little sleep-talker. Softly, with a hopeless sigh, Dolly turned away,
resuming her initial position. For at least two minutes | waited and strained on the brink, like that tailor with his
homemade parachute forty years ago when about to jump from the Eiffel Tower. Her faint breathing had the
rhythm of sleep. Finally | heaved myself onto my narrow margin of bed, stealthily pulled at the odds and ends of
sheets piled up to the south of my stone-cold heels - and Lolita lifted her head and gaped at me.lJ O To my
surprise | found her dressea. She was sitting on the edge of the bed in slacks and T-shirt, and was looking at me as if
she could not quite place me. The frank soft shape of her small breasts was brought out rather than blurred by

[ the limpness of her thin shirt, and this frankness irritated me. She had not washed; yet her mouth was freshly
though smudgily painted, and her broad teeth glistened like wine tinged ivory, or pinkish poker chips. And there
she sat,[J [J hands clasped in her lap, and dreamily brimmed with a diabolical glow that had no relation to me
whatever.[J [J Lolita, light of my life, fire of my loins. My sin, my soul.Lo-lee-ta: the tip of the tongue taking a trip
of three steps down the palate to tap, at three, on the teeth. Lo. Lee. Ta.[0 [J She was Lo, plain Lo, in the morning,
standing four feet ten in one sock. She was Lola in slacks. She was Dolly at school. She was Dolores on the dotted
line. But in my arms she was always Lolita.[] [J Did she have a precursor? She did, indeed she did. In point of fact,
there might have been no Lolita at all had I not loved, one summer, a certain initial girl-child. In a princedom by
the sea. Oh when? About as many years before Lolita was born as my age was that summer. You can always count
on a murderer for a fancy prose style.[] [0 Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, exhibit number one is what the
seraphs, the misinformed, simple, noble-winged seraphs, envied. Look at this tangle of thorns.[J OO When the bride
is a widow and the groom is a widower;when the former has lived in Our Great Little Town for hardly two years,
and the latter for hardly a month; when Monsieur wants to get the whole damned thing over with as quickly as
possible, and Madame gives in with a tolerant smile; then, my reader, the wedding is generally a quietaffair. The
bride may dispense with a tiara of orange blos-[1 [ soms securing her finger-tip veil, nor does she carry a white
orchid in a prayer book. The brides little daughter might have added to the ceremonies uniting H. and H. a touch
of vivid vermeil; but I knew I would not dare be too tender(] [J with cornered Lolita yet, and therefore agreed it
was not worth while tearing the child away from her beloved Camp Q. [J My soi-disant passionate and lonely
Charlotte was in everyday life matter-of-fact and gregarious. Moreover, | discovered that although she could not
control her heart or her cries, she was a woman of principle. Immediately after[] [J she had become more or less
my mistress (despite the stimulants, her nervous, eager cheri - a heroic cheri!) - had some initial trouble, for which,
however, he amply compensated her by a fantastic display of old-world endearments), good Charlotte interviewed
me about my relations with God. | could have answered that on that score my mind was open; | said, instead -
paying my tribute to a pious platit-ude - that I believed in a cosmic spirit. Looking down at her fingernails, she also
asked me had I not in my family a certain strange strain. | countered by inquiring whether she would still want to
marry me if my fathers maternal grand-[1 [J father had been, say, a Turk. She said it did not matter a bit; but that, if
she ever found out | did not believe in Our Christian God, she would commit suicide. She said it so solemnly that it
gave me the creeps. It was then | knew she was a woman of principle.C] O It was then that began our extensive
travels all over the States. To any other type of tourist accommodation | soon grew to prefer the Functional Motel -
clean, neat, safe nooks, ideal places for sleep, argument,reconciliation, insatiable illicit love. At first, in my dread of
arousing suspicion, | would eagerly pay for both sections of one double unit, each containing a double bed. |
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wondered what type of foursome this arrangement was ever intended for, since only a pharisaic parody of privacy
could be attained by means of the incomplete partition dividing the cabin or room into two communicating love
nests. By and by, the very possibilities that such honest promiscuity suggested (two young couples merrily
swapping mates or a child shamming sleep to earwitness primal sonorities) made me bolder, and every now and
then | would take a bed-and-cot or twin-bed cabin, a prison cell of paradise, with yellow window shades pulled
down to create a morning illusion of Venice and sunshine when actually it was Pennsylvania and( [J rain.[J [0 We
came to know - nous connuimes, to use a Flaubertian intonation - the stone cottages under enormous
Chateau-briandesque trees, the brick unit, the adobe unit, the stucco court, on what the Tour Book of the
Automobile Association describes as shaded or spacious or landscaped grounds. The log kind, finished in knotty
pine,reminded Lo, by its golden-brown glaze, of fried-chicken bones. We held in contempt the plain whitewashed
clapboard Kabins, with their faint sewerish smell or some other gloomy self-conscious stench and nothing to boast
of(except good beds), and an unsmiling landlady alwaysprepared to have her gift (... well, I could give
you...)turned down.[J [J | remember as a child in Europe gloating over a map of North America that had
Appalachian Mountains boldly running from Alabama up to New Brunswick, so that the whole region they
spanned - Tennessee, the Virginias,Pennsylvania, New York, Vermont, New Hampshire and Maine, appeared to
my imagination as a gigantic Switzer-land or even Tibet, all mountain, glorious diamond peak upon peak, giant
conifers, Le montagnard emigre in his bear skin glory, and Fells tigris goldsmithi, and Red Indians under the
catalpas. That it all boiled down to a measly suburban lawn and a smoking garbage incinerator, was
appalling.Farewell, Appalachia! Leaving it, we crossed Ohio, the three states beginning with I, and Nebraska- ah,
that first whiff of the West! We traveled very leisurely, having more than a week to reach Wace, Continental Divide,
where she passionately desired to see the Ceremonial Dances marking the seasonal opening of Magic Cave, and at
least three weeks to reach Elphinstone, gem of a western State where she yearned to climb Red Rock from which a
mature screen star had recently jumped to her death after a drunken row with her gigolo.OO O [ [
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