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[0 OO Some ancient Chinese people were mixing some substances together to form somethingthey thought would
make them live forever. They put their mixture on a small fire, not knowingthey had made a mistake. The mixture
started to bubble and boil. Then it burst into flames,burning down their huts. Without knowing it, these ancient
people had made the first explosives The ancient Chinese realised after a long while that the mixture which the men
had madecould be used on something different. They mixed many other substances together and afterrepeated
failures they found gunpowder. Later the secret of the invention leaked to the Arabs who absorbed the
newknowledge quickly. They brought it westward; introducing it to the Europeans. The age ofexplosives began.
Later on, an Italian scientist was added to the list of inventions with his creation of adangerous and unstable
mixture. In the 19th century, a new idea came into Alfred Nobels head.He tried putting dry remains of sea animals
into this unstable mixture. He tested the newsubstance and found that it worked. This was one of many great
inventions.After his death, Alfred Nobel left his money for prizes. Those that did best in certain fieldswere rewarded
for their work. Every year, the prizes were, and still are, given to the best inchemistry, medicine, physics, literature
and the progress of peace.
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