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[0 O She was Dumass mistress for eleven months] between September1844 and August 1845. How much she
loved him is difficult to say[] thoughshe was very close to him at first. After the break[] however[J there is
nothingto suggest that she pined for him. Her continuing extravagance led her backto her lovers(] while her
consumption was making her only too familiarwith doctors. Late in 184501 ata concertl] she met Liszt who
appears to havebeen the only man she ever genuinely loved. She was the most absoluteincarnation of Woman who
has ever existed[d] he wrote subsequently(] andfor a while they were happy. Then inexplicably(] on 21
February 18460 shemarried Perregaux at the Kensington Register Office. The marriage] whilevalid in England]
was not legal in France[d and the couple separated atonce[] Marie returning to Liszt in Paris. Whatever her
reasons for marryingPerregaux[] she now felt able to sign herself la comtesse du Plessis and toadd a coronet to her
plate.0] O Liszt left Paris in the springl] promising to return in the autumn whenhe would take her with him to
Constantinople. She was now increasinglyill and in Junel] left to take the waters in Belgium and Germany.
Shemaintained contact by letter with Perregaux who was now attempting toreturn to the army. Marie was back in
Paris by mid-Septemberd but hercondition deteriorated steadily. Drs Davaine[] Manec and Chomel saw
herfrequentlyl] and she consulted Dr Koreff[l a fashionable charlatanJ but theirprescriptions of asses milk [
fumigationsOJ frictionsC] their warnings againstover-use of her voice and the recommendation that she sleep on a
horse-hair mattresst] made little difference. Liszt did not return and Marie droppedout of circulation. In late
December[] she paid her last visit to the theatre[J the shadow ofa woman[J one journalist reported[ sitting in
her box likesomething white and diaphanous.
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