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[0 O The American ideal is not a classless society[] but rather a society in which individuals are free to get ahead on
the basis of merit] talent] hard work[] and good luck. So this study places under spotlight the American elites
of scienceld business and politics in the 20th century. A great many books summarize the lives of these celebrities
from the cradle to the gravel] but these compendiums are totally unanalytical. Review of literature shows that the
amount of scholarly attention paid to these three groups of elites has varied greatly. On the wholed the
entrepreneurial adventure and boldness of power of American business giants have of course inspired vast literature
[0 and American federal executives comprising the powerful bureaucratic elite have received considerable
attention] but investigations on the nations great scientists were quite limited. While thousands of books and
essays examined various dimensions of these great men and women[I there is hardly any study at all that has put
them in human capital perspectives. StilllL] a number of relevant and significant works are worth mentioning.
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