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[0 O Susan Gass is University DistinguishedProfessor in the Department of Linguistics andLanguages at Michigan
State University whereshe serves as Director of the English LanguageCenter and Co-Director of the Center
forLanguage Education and Research. She isthe winner of numerous awards including theDistinguished Faculty
Award at Michigan StateUniversity and the Distinguished Scholarshipand Service Award of the American
Associationof Applied Linguistics. She served as Presidentof the American Association of AppliedLinguistics and
as President of the International Association of Applied Linguistics. She haspublished widely in the area of second
languageacquisition. Her recent books are: SecondLanguage Acquisition: An Introductory Courseld with Larry
Selinkerd , Input, Interaction andthe Second Language Learner, and SecondLanguage Research: Methodology
and Design[J with Alison Mackey( .
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PrefaceAutobiographical Statement and Research HistoryVolume 1Part [I Linguistics and ProcessingLanguage
Transfer and Universal Grammatical RelationsL2 Data: Their Relevance for Language UniversalsFrom Theory to
PracticeSentence Processing by L2 LearnersSecond Language Acquisition and the Ontology of Language
UniversalsDevelopment of Speech Perception and Speech Production Abilities in Adult Second Language
LearnersA Review of Interlanguage Syntax: Language Transfer and Language UniversalsAn Interactionist
Approach to L2 Sentence InterpretationLexical Constraints on Syntactic AcquisitionThe Resolution of Conflicts
Among Competing Systems:A Bidirectional Perspectivelncidental VVocabulary LearningLanguage Universals and
Second-Language AcquisitionAccounting for Interlanguage Subject PronounsDifferential Effects of AttentionPart
[0 Language in ContextThe Comprehensibility of Non-Native SpeechThe Effect of Familiarity on the
Comprehensibility of Non-Native SpeechNon-Native/Non-Native Conversations: A Model for Negotiation of
MeaningMiscommunication in Native/Non-Native ConversationVariation in Native Speaker Speech
Modification to Non-Native SpeakersTask Variation and Non-Native/Non-Native Negotiation of MeaningSex
Differences in NNS/NNS Interactionsinterlocutor and Task Familiarity: Effects on Interactional StructureVolume
2Part O Language in Context (Continued)Input, Interaction and Second Language ProductionDancing a Waltz
to Rock & Roll Music: Resolving Conflicting Discourse Expectations in Cross-Cultural InteractionThe Role of
Interaction in Native Speaker Comprehension ofNonnative Speaker SpeechThe Effects of Task Repetition on
Linguistic OutputHow Do Learners Perceive Implicit Negative Feedback?Conversation Analysis and
Input-InteractionAttention When? An Investigation of the Ordering Effect of Input and InteractionUsing
Stimulated Recall to Investigate Native Speaker Perceptionsin Native-Nonnative Speaker InteractionPerceptions of
Interactional Feedback: Differences Between HeritageLanguage Learners and Non-Heritage Language LearnersPart
[0 Research MethodologyThe Development of L2 IntuitionsThe Reliability of L2 Grammaticality
JudgmentsNon-Native Refusals: A Methodological PerspectiveReplication and Reporting: A
CommentarySentence Matching: A Re-examinationTask-Based Interactions in Classroom and Laboratory
SettingsPart [ Papers of a General Naturelntegrating Research Areas: A Framework for Second Language
StudiesSecond Language Acquisition: Past, Present and FutureLearning and Teaching: The Necessary
IntersectionGrammar Instruction, Selective Attention and Learner ProcessesApples and Oranges: Or, Why Apples
Are Not Orange and Dont Need to BeSecond Language Acquisition: Perceptions, Origins and
BoundariesPublications
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[0 O What they have done in effect is to equate essential linguistic universals witha priori constraints on first
language acquisition. In general the thesis thatlanguage universals result from constraints on inst language
acquisition hasbeen accepted more on faith than on demonstrable evidence.[D One type of relationship between
Inst language acquisition and languageuniversals is obvious. Whatever cannot be acquired cannot be a part of
ahuman language, so if one could conclusively demonstrate that something isunacquirable its uniform absence
from human languages would then clearlybe a language universal, This may not be a practical concern, since it is
notclear how it could ever be conclusively demonstrated that any non-trivialpattern could not be acquired.[] If a
pattern were not acquired in fiftyexperiments, then perhaps it could be in 150. Furthermore it is possible
thatsomething in the experimental design would have prevented acquisition.Indeed, it is difficult to imagine any
experimental situation that wouldexactly parallel normal language acquisition. For this reason, the controversymay
be moot; one may have to find a natural language with the pattern inquestion ] thereby contradicting the
hypothesisC] in order to properly test thehypothesis. Even more difficult to prove is the converse. If some structure
isuniformly absent in human languages and if this absence is non-accidental,then by Chomsky s hypothesis the
structure in question should be impossibleto learn. It is of course necessary to prove that such patterns cannot
beacquired in order to show that constraints on learning are the sole explanationfor non-accidental language
universals.
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