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00 O CHAPTEW 70 O The Paradoxes of Debasting[] [1 The average debating tournament held in the WUDC
format features five or six preliminary rounds followed by two to four elimination rounds] The number of teams
entered in a particular tournament varies widely[] from 16 to 20 at a small intervarsity tournament to over 400
teams at the World Universities Debating Championships] Nearly every weekend during the academic year a
tournament is held somewhere[] often multiple tournaments a re hosted on the same weekend in various locations
a round the world[DJ 1n other words[] theres a lot of debating going on0 O O While this is great news for
proponents of the powerful skirls debating teaches[] it poses a significant challenge to those who would advise
others on how to win debates-yours truly includedd Given the remarkable number of rounds that happenina
competitive seasonl] and given that each round in the WUDC format focuses on a different topicl] theres no way
to anticipate every possible contingency that may a rise in a debate[] Winning debaters recognize that to be
successful they must be equipped with a variety of tactical options from which they may choosel] Those same
debaters must also remain flexible enough to adapt their tactics to the demands of a particular round 00 O In
other words[] no advice for debating can claim to be inclusive[] universal(] or applicable in every round
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