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(0 O O The very beginning of our modem right-handednessgoes back, indeed, to the most primitive savagery.
Whydid one hand ever come to be different in use and functionfrom another[]

The answer is, because man, in spite of allappearances to the contrary is really one-sided. Externally,indeed, his
congenital one-sidedness doesn't show: but itshows internally. We all of us know that the apex of the heartinclines
to the left side, and that the liver and other internalorgans show a generous disregard for strict and formalsymmetry.
In this irregular distribution of those human organswhich polite society agrees to ignore, we get the clue to
theirregularity of right and left in the human arm, and finally eventhe particular direction of the printed letters now
before you. When primitive man'felt the tender passion steal over hissoul, he lay in wait in the hush for the Phyllis4
or Daphnewhose charms had inspired his heart with young desire; andwhen she passed his hiding-place, in maiden
meditation,fancy free, he felled her with a club, caught her tight by thehair of her head, and dragged her off in
triumph to his caveor his rock-shelter. [J Marriage by capture, the learned call thissimple mode of primeval
courtship.]. When he found someStrephon6 or Damoetas7 rival him in the affections of the duskysex, he and that
rival fought the matter out like two bulls ina field; and the victor and his Phyllis supped that evening offthe roasted
remains of the vanquished suitor.
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