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1 Entertainment(] "Live' or "on the big screen’'] Contemporary Western music.[] "It's like dreaming with your
feet!"[J Life in a virtual world.2 Sports[] Sports in the UKL Sports in the USCI Not "hitting below the belt' when
you're in al] "'no-win situation'[] Sport as a billion dollar business3 Travel[l Around the Worm in Eighty Days

[J Gap year experience [ Travel in the UK.O Travel in the US4 Mass medial] Keeping on top of the news and the
freedom of the press.[] The intemet and its impact] Radio in the UK and the USC] Television in the UK and the
US5 The English language] Old, Middle and ModemEnglish .(0 *'The Queen's English* or 'Brummy*[] British and
American English(] Body language: a universal language'?6 Literatrue7 Arts8 Religion9 Government and Political
thought10 Youth culture
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00 O An important reason for the changes inpronunciation and spelling in AmericanEnglish was the work of Noah
Webster.He compiled the American Dictionary ofthe English Language published in 1828.He proposed that every
letter in a wordshould be given its due proportion ofsound. Remember that because Englishderives from many
other languagesC] oftenthe spelling of a word does not reflectthe phonetic sound of a word. This canbe very
frustrating for people learningEnglish from a book. An example isthe word far. In British English onewould not
pronounce the r at the endof the word. Websters suggestion in hisdictionary became the guideline usedby schools
in America. Therefore whenAmericans pronounce the word far[] theysound the r. Another example is wordslike
secretary. In British English this ispronounced secretry i.e. the a is silent.As a result of Websters suggestions]
inAtnerican English every vowel of thisword is pronounced and so the a isvery clearly pronounced when the
wordsecretary is said.in the spelling of many words. For example[J neighbourJ rumour and labour
becomeneighbor] rumor and labor in AmericanEnglish. This brings the spelling closer tothe phonetic sound of
the word but furtheraway from its Latin or French roots [J theseEnglish words with our at the end allderived from
French or Latin[J . It is thesame with words of French or Latin originthat end in re in British English(] forexample
[ theatred litre and metre. They arespelt theater[] liter and meter in AmericanEnglish. Another common
difference isthat American spelling accepts usually only-ize endings in words such as organizeld recognize[d and
realize. British usage tendsto prefer the more French-looking -ise] organise[] recognisel] realise[] . Some
wordsof Greek origin[] for example[d dialogue orcatalogue are spelled without the ue anthe end in American
English. Again this isto make them more phonetically truel] asWebster proposed.
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