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1 British and American culture:an introduction] What do you think of when you think of Britain? (0 United or
divided?] American stereotypes[] Multicultural US2 People[d The characteristics of the people of Britain(] Who
was the greatest Brit ever?[] National characteristics of the American peopleld The greatest and best-known
Americans3 Family and society[] The place of children in British society today[] A closer look at British family life
[0 The breakdown of Western family life(] Birth and breeding, or beauty and brains?4 Homes[J Houses in the UK
[0 Houses in the USC] On-campus apartmentd The unspoken rules on visiting people’s homess Life in the county
and the citydd Where is your dream home?[] The British love of the past [ From London to St:DaVid, what makes
a city in the UK?[] Differences in the city and countryside in the US6 Education] How education works in Britain
O If it's tiee, why do some parents choose to pay? [1 School leaving traditions and ritualsC] Educalion in the US7
Work[] May the best candidate win!] Career building in the UK Office etiquette in the UK and US [0 Longer
holidays or hivher taxes8 Leisure[] Learning new skills and making new friends[] Leisurely walk or ‘extreme sports’
- it's your choiceld Get rich quick or 'easy come, easy go' [J Shop till you drop9 HolidaysJ Thanksgiving

[J National days in the English-speaking world[J Days to remember the special people in your life[] The
connection between holy days and holidays10 Cuisinel] What do we like toeat in the UK?[] You are what you eat!
[0 A quick "cuppa’ or an extravagant spread?l] What is 'on' and what is not when it comes to eating?
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[0 O Americans themselves are certainly guilty of havingstereotypes about other cultures. We hear such opinions
as"French people are romantic"] "ltalians are passionate”[] "Germans are logical and orderly"] "Chinese are
inscrutableand mysterious"[] etc. These characterisations —— whetherpositive or negative —— fall into the
category of simplisticstereotypes.What about stereotypes about AmericansC]

Whatgeneralisations do other cultures have about the typicalAmerican]

Unfortunately[l many of the stereotypes aboutAmericans fit into a sort of Ugly American stereotype.For example
O in the book Managing Cultural Differences] intercultural experts Philip R. Harris and Robert T. Moranlist
some opinions that Arab businessmen hold regardingtheir dealings with Westerners.
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[0 O "British and American Culture Reader is not just another seriesC] but a reflection of our society[] a script
being performed by the ordinary people in the two countries. Readers of this book will shake off some of the bad
stereotypes that they hold about Westerners and may be surprised to find how similar Westerners way of life is to
their own in many ways."[J [0 ——Nancy Dickmann{ [0 Author and childrens publisher] [ "The series will also
give you insight into the differences between British and American culture looking at aspects such as the vocabulary
O way of lifel houses and the personal characteristics of the people of these countriesC] as well as touching on
other English-speaking countries."[J [0 ——Educational author
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