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O O In this part, you will have 15 minutes to go over the passage quickly and answer the questions.For Questions
1-7, choose the best answer from the four choices marked [ alJ , 00 b0, O ¢ and O dO . ForQuestions 8-10,
complete the sentences with the information given in the passage.Employment of Women, Youth and Disabled
Peoplel] O The Chinese government has always been highly concerned about and placed great importance on
theemployment of women, youth and disabled people, providing legal guarantees for equal employment formen
and women, and actively adopting preferential policies for protecting employment of the disabled.Guaranteeing
womens right to equal employmentd [0 The Constitution of the PRC, the Labour Law of the PRC, and the Law of
the PRC on SafeguardingWomens Rights and Interests all contain special provisions for safeguarding womens right
toemployment. The state protects womens equal right with men to work, eliminates sexual discrimination
inemployment, adopts the principle of equal pay for equal work for both sexes, and guarantees special
labourprotection for women employees during menstruation, pregnancy, confinement and nursing.[J [ In May
2001, the Chinese government promulgated "The Programme for the Development of ChineseWomen [J 2001—
—20100 ", which set the goal of promoting womens employment. With the countryssustained, rapid economic
growth, and the development of industries and trades suitable for womensemployment, the female population in
employment has continuously grown, and the fields of employmentfor them have kept expanding. The female
population in employment in Chinas urban and rural areasincreased from 291 million in 1990 to 337 million in
2003.00 O Today, there are 41.56 million women employees in urban units, accounting for 38 per cent of thetotal
employees in urban units. As the Chinese government pushes ahead with the reform of the economicsystem and
the readjustment of the economic structure, a number of women workers have been laid off. To support the
reemployment of laid-off women, especially older women, governments at all levels haveactively developed and
expanded trades and fields suitable for women to work in, and have adopted moreflexible forms of employment to
provide them with job opportunities according to their needs.[] 0 Government-run public job agencies provide
laid-off and unemployed women gratis with consultancyon policy matters, job vacancy information, vocational
guidance and job referral services, and activelycarry out vocational skill training for them. From 1998 to 2003, of a
total of 13.36 million laid-off andunemployed women, 9.72 million started their own businesses or found new jobs.
(0 O The government supports womens federations in their work of helping women to start their ownbusinesses or
get reemployed. From 1998 to 2003, womens federations at various levels held trainingsessions for 5.8 million
laid-off or unemployed women, and directly helped 2.5 million women to findnew jobs. The government has
established a maternity insurance scheme, with the premiums paid for byenterprises, instead of individual
employees. This has created a favourable environment for women toparticipate equally in competition for
employment.
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