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[0 O Earthquakes may occur in an area beforel] duringl] and after a volcanic eruption] andare the result of
active forces connected with the eruption] but are not the cause of thevolcanic activity itself.[] [0 Man-induced
earthquakes are often caused by such things as the deep-sea drilling thathas occurred in recent years. Such activity
deep into the earth can sometimes increasepressure on the platest] making a tense situation much worse.[J [J Can
scientists predict earthquakes? Can animals predict earthquakes?[] [1 Scientists have never predicted a major
earthquake. They do not know how and theydo not expect to know how any time in the foreseeable future.
However[] probabilities canbe calculated for potential future earthquakes. For example[d scientists estimate that
overthe next 30 years there's a 67% probability of a major earthquake occurring in the SanFrancisco Bay area.
Scientists often focus their efforts on the long-term[] lessefiing ofear~~hquake hazards by helping to improve the
safety of structures rather than creatingshort-term predictions.[J [J Changes in animal behavior before earthquakes
have been observed and documented indifferent parts of the world[1 most recently in the northern California
earthquake ofOctober 1701 1989. It has been recorded that a fish in a high school biology lab in Californiawould
flip on its side before some earthquakes. Dogsl cats[] snakes[] and horses have alsobeen known to behave
strangely before earthquakes. But it's possible the change in animalbehavior may be caused by other events. Alsol]
the behavior is not consistentl] sometimesearthquakes occur with no previous behavioral change.lJ [0 How to
prepare for an earthquakes?(] [ Perhaps an earthquake's greatest danger lie in the fact that it can occur almost
atonce. If you live in a location that's prone to earthquakes[] preparation before the event iscertainly key.[1 [1 To
paraphrase the American Red CrossC] "It's not the shaking that hurts. It's theStuff that falls on your head. "
Collapsing wallsCI flying glass and falling objects cause mostquake-related injuries and deaths.[] [ Look around
your house for things that could fall or move. Ask yourself what mayhappen if your cupboard doors fly open
during a quakeld allowing dishes orGod-knows-what to fall across the floor. Is the TV and stereo fastened down
and areshelves fastened to walls? Do you have hanging plants or light fixtures that might fall? Isthere a heavy picture
or mirror on the wall over your bed?] 1 Know the danger spots. Secure all tall and heavy furniture that could
topple overd such as bookcasesd china cabinets or wall units. Hang heavy pictures and mirrorsaway from beds[]
couchesd and anywhere people sit. Keep breakables or heavy objects onbottom shelves. [0 [0 [0 [0
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