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Here remains the crucial difference between ethical criticism of the past and newethical criticism of today. While
the former, in its worst forms of expression,practices overt didactic reading of a literary text with the sole purpose of
endorsingor promoting one moral agenda or another, the latter is only interested indiscovering the various ethical
values embedded in literary works that are part ofthe manifestation of their significance. To do this, new ethical
criticism must remainin dialogue with the aesthetic structures of a text, for the tension between theseaesthetic
structures and a text's ideological components solidifies a production oftextual meanings. Attention to these
aesthetic structures may profitably contribute toa nonmonologic, nonthematic ethical criticism by demonstrating
how to readliterature for insight, not into the kinds of ethical claims a text might convey, butinto the way ethical
claims may be expressed or validated. This is not say thatethical themes can be sifted completely out of the process
of ethical reading, butthese themes need not be taken as the exclusive object of study; rather, they areunderstood as
simply an ideological effect of an equally important signifyingprocess. On this view, the structural example of
ethically charged voices engaged inmoral dialogue within a text may serve both as the object of ethical criticism and
asa morally illuminating model for one way critics may articulate their ownnonmonologic interpretive claims about
atext's moral component.
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