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[0 O ObviouslyD the concept of climbing the career ladder isantiquated. Rather than “ moving up® in one
organizationd you willfind yourself moving up[] down[ and even off the ladder. It could] infactl] seem more
like amazeld with many twists and turnsld stops andstarts.[] [1 My own concept of career is like a wardrobel]
whereyou“ tryon* different outfits throughout your lifetime[J] and continue to checkthe mirror to see if it still
fits and matches your current style and taste.In the modern world of workJ you will need to find work that is

“ suited“ toyou. Think of your life's work as your wardrobe. It isever-changing as you move through life[]
changing as your styles andinterests change. Throughout the processt] you will be tailoringyourself to fit different
rolest] and to meet changing work styles andexpectations. Thusl] today[ the way in which we go about
planningand strategizing our work life is constantly changing. We are taking amore proactive——therefore more
exciting and challenging approach——to managing which way our career takes us.[] [J People are daring to walk
their unique paths] and ignoringtraditional routes. In factl] tomorrow' s jobs are relatively unknown tous at this
time[J as there will be new titles and new career fields thatwill develop. If a modern career is like a wardrobeld you
will wearmany kinds of outfits throughout a lifetime] sometimes mixing andmatching ensembles[] but always
checking to see that it still reflectsyour current style and remains a good fit. It has been said that clothesmake the
man——what you are displaying to the world through yourchoice of clothing is how you express yourself.
Similarlydd how youexpress yourself and what you value is reflected in the work you chooseto perform.O [ As
Mark Twain saidl] “ There is no security in life] onlyopportunity[] 2 Given today's changing times(] we
cannot hold onto one idea for very long——there is so much good work that must be done to help us evolve to
our fullest potential. We are multi-talented (I multi-faceted beings with many gifts to share. We cannot lock
ourselves into any one job or job path. We must walk our path] but remain flexible and open to new experiences.
We also need to learn our lessons along the way. Each job[] no matter how smallC] is meaningful and is part of
our career plan in that we are always building onto our careers. Today's work will prepare us for tomorrow' s
opportunities.
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