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[0 O The emptiness of Quadrant 111 is partly due to the difficulty inhandling the comparative study between
languages over such a long timeas hundreds or thousands years. It needs a theoretical framework tocover the stages
of development. The grammaticalization theory seemsto fit well in this field of study[d but it has not been widely
used in thediachronic comparison between languages. So this book tends to addsomething to Quadrant 111 by
conducting a diachronic comparative studyof FPEPs between English and Chinese[] to fred the
universalmechanisms of change and explore the reasons for the similarities anddifferences presenting on the
synchronic level.CJ [0 On the basis of the similarities and differences between the twolanguages in a historical
perspective[] a diachronic typology betweenEnglish and Chinese will also be proposed here. This is an attempt
toexplore the deep mechanisms for the synchronic similarities anddifferences between the two languages. There are
two main reasons forproposing such a study of diachronic typology. First is the diachronyitself. Language change is
a universal and essential feature of humanlanguagel] and by studying the general laws of language change[]
scholarscan explore much more about human language. Secondly[d diachronictypology helps to understand
synchronic language states better. Alllanguages are constantly in a process of changeld in a kind of flux(] andmany
features that do not fit neatly into a synchronic system begin tomake sense once a diachronic point of view is taken.
This applies bothto recent innovations and to remnants of earlier regularities that are nolonger synchronically
motivated. Language can carry such synchronicirregularities for many generations(] and if the goal of linguistic
study istheldJ explanationt] of(J linguisticC] structuresC] [J then[ theld diachronicconsiderations must be taken
into account.
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