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[0 O The original tariff was set for two years, but following a request in 2008 from membersin favour the EU carded
out a 15-month review, during which time the tariff remained.(] [0 European retailers, such as Clarks International,
which have both stores andmanufacturing operations, have paid about 800m [ 710m[ in import charges for
leathershoes from the two Asian countries since the charges were introduced in 2006.C1 [0 Alisdair Gray, the British
Retail Consortium' s director in Brussels, said[J "As the UKshoe sector shows tentative signs of a recovery, the
timing of a tariff extension could not beworse, and it would be another hammer blow for struggling shoe retailers as
the UK limpsout of recession. It is just protectionism. "[J [0 Martin Salisbury, the finance manager at Clarks, said(]
"A number of footwear retailershave found life difficult, and that has been a consequence of increasing costs and a
limitedability to pass them on to consumers. In a recessionary time, it is difficult to raise prices. "[1 [1 Over the past
two years, Stead & Simpson, Dolcis and the company behind the Barrattsand Priceless shoe chains have fallen into
administration, although some have since emergedfrom the process.OJ [J ......
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