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[0 O The American frontier and the people who settled in it form thebackground for Coopers novels. His character
studies of thelndians and the white men have always been appreciated by hisreaders.A close friendship between a
white man and an Indian is one ofthe most important themes in Coopers books. Cooper presentsthe Indians as
strong, courageous and honest. If they behave inany other way, then white men have corrupted them.The
Leatherstocking Tales is a series of five novels, that presentthe white hunter and frontier scout, Natty Bumppo.
Natty is calledmany names in Coopers books: Leatherstocking, Hawkeye,Deerslayer and Pathfinder. His character
is that of the honest,loyal man of the frontier. He prefers the simple, natural rules ofthe Indians, to the complex and
often cunning 1 ones of the whitemen.Bumppo, who is a man of the forest, cannot live in a civilizedenvironment.
Therefore, he keeps moving west in the novels. Heis always one step ahead of the civilization that follows
him.Nattys closest friends are the Indians, and particularlyChingachgook, the Mohican chief. 2 Natty and
Chingachgookhave incredible adventures together.
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