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[0 O Most goods were transported along the paths that provided short-cuts up aud down the hillsides, but the
paths were a real safety risk and made the journey on foot even more arduous. It made sense to improve the paths
by building steps, handrails and footbridges.[] I It was uncommon to find means of transport that were more
efficient than walking but less technologically advanced than motor vehicles. The use of bicycles was constrained by
their high cost and the lack of available spare parts. Oxen were not used at all but donkeys were used by a few
households in the northern part of the district. MIRPT focused on what would be most appropriate for the
inhabitants of Makete in terms of what was available, how much they could afford and what they were willing to
accept.[] O After careful consideration, the project chose the promotion of donkeys —— a donkey costs less than
a bicycle —— and the introduction of locally manufactarable wheelbarrow.d [0 Section DI [ At the end of Phase
[, it was clear that the selected approaches to Maketcs transport problems had different degrees of success. Phase
O, from March 1991 to March 1993, focused on the refinement and institutionisation of these activities.( [0 The
road improvements and accompanying maintenance system had helped make the district center accessible
throughout the year, Essential goods from outside the district had become more readily available at the market and
prices did not fluctuate as much as they had done before.[] [J Paths and secondary roads were improved only at
the request of communities who were willing to participate in the construction and maintenance. However, the
improved paths impressed the inhabitants and requests for assistance greatly increased soon after only a few
improvements had been completed.
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