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[0 O Classical biological control is the introduction Of natural enemies to a new locale where they did not originate
or do not occur naturally(] This is usually done by government authoritiesC] In many instances the complex of
natural enemies associated with an insect pest may be inadequate[] This is especially evident when an insect pest is
accidentally introduced into a new geographic area without its associated natural enemiesC] These introduced pests
are referred to as exotic pests and comprise about 400] of the insect pests in the United StatesC] Examples of
introduced vegetable pests include the European corn borer[]

one 0f the most destructive insects in North Americal] To obtain the needed natural enemies(] scientists turned to
classical biological contrO1[] This is the[d practice of importing[] and releasing for establishment[ natural enemies
to control an introduced(] exotic[] pest[] although it is also practiced against native insect pests] The first step in
the process is to determine the origin of the introduced pest and then collect appropriate natural enemies
associated with the pest or closely related speciesC] The natural enemy is then passed through a rigorous quarantine
processt] to ensure that no unwanted organisms[] such as hyperparasjtojdsC] are introduced] then they are mass
produced(] and released ] Follow-up studies are conducted to determine if the natural enemy becomes
successfully established at the site Of release[] and to assess the long-term benefit of its presencel] O [ There are
many examples of successful classical biological control programs[] One of the earliest successes was with the
colony cushion scalel] a pest that was devastating the California citrus industry in the late 1 800s0J A predatory
insect(] the vedalia beetle] and a parasitoid fly were introduced from Australial] Within a few years the cottony
cushion scale was completely controlled by these introduced natural enemies.
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