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[0 O O Chopsticks are to Chinese people like spoons,knives and forks are to Westerners. Chopsticks areusually
made of bamboo, although they can also bema de of metal, ivory or colored lacquer. Chopsticksare not found only
in China; in ancient times the yspread to the neigh bouring countries in East Asia.In classical Chinese, the word
chopsticks ispronounced "zhu", meaning "assistance to eating”.The pronunciation is the same as that of the word
meaning "help". But another word in classical Chinese with a similar pronunciationhad the meaning of "slow" or
"to stop”. To counteract this ominous meaning, peoplebegan to use its antonym "0 *, meaning "fast". With the
radical for "bamboo" addedabove ™[ ", it becomes the character "[1 ", the name for chopsticks ever since.
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