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[0 O The MLA style of documentation is dominant in English coursesC] and it receives the most detailedtreatment
in this book. The forms recommended are those described in the seventh edition of theMLA Handbook for
Writers of Research Papers [1 20091 . The citation of electronic media is coveredin detail. Citing references within
the text and keying the citations to a list of Works Cited is easy tomaster] and students quickly come to appreciate
the simplicity and the efficiency of this procedure.Some students styles improve because in-text citation facilitates
the blending of quotations intotheir text. Because a citation in parentheses is so much easier to write than a footnote
or anendnotel] it is possible that the incidence of plagiarism will be reduced. The features of MLA styleare
illustrated in Chapter 9 in a sample paper with commentary on the facing pages. Because manyinstructors assign

literary topics for research papers(] a brief paper on Kate Chopins The Story ofan Hour also is included in Chapter
9.
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