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[0 OO Now there was shame everywhere. It seemed like the whole world had been in-side that classroom, everyone
had heard what the teacher had said, everyone hadturned around and felt sorry for me. There was shame in going
to the Worthy BoysAnnual Christmas Dinner4 for you and your kind, because everybody knew what aworthy boy
was. Why couldn’t they just call it the Boys Annual Dinner~ why'd theyhave to give it a namel]

There was shame in wearing the brown and orange and whiteplaid mackinaw the welfare gave to three thousand
boys. Why'd it have to be the samefor everybody so when you walked down the street the people could see you
were onrelief(]

It was a nice warm mackinaw and it had a hoods, and my Momma beat me andcalled me a little rat when she
found out I stuffed it in the bottom of a pail full ofgarbage way over on Cottage Street. There was shame in running
over to Mister Ben'sat the end of the day and asking for his rotten peaches, there was shame in askingMrs. Simmons
for a spoonful of sugar, there was shame in running out to meet therelief truck. I hated that truck, full of food for
you and your kind. I ran into thehouse and hid when it came. And then | started to sneak through alleys, to take
thelong way home so the people going into White's Eat Shop wouldn't see me. Yeah, thewhole world heard the
teacher that day, we all know you don't have a Daddy.(J O [ [
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