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[0 O Chapter 1 Introductiond [J 1.1 The Definition of Abstract Entity Anaphorall [I Abstract entities originally
fall into a philosophical category[d yet they have linguistic aspects and are discussed by some linguists such as
Lyons (0 197700 O Asher [0 19930 [0 Vendler [0 19671 [0 Smith 0 200300 and Peterson [ 19971 . But Lyons'
abstract entities correspond only in part to the other linguists’. Lyons classifies entities in the world into three kinds.
First-order entities are physical objects that are publicly observable[d relatively constant as to their perceptual
properties and located in a three-dimensional space. Second-order entities mean events[] processesC] state-of-
affairs etc. that are said to occur or take place rather than to exist. They are observable and have a temporal
duration. Third-order entities refer to such abstract entities as propositions which are outside space and time. The
abstract entities proposed by Asher etal. cover not only third-order entities but also second-order entities.
According to Asher [1 199301 [ abstract entities refer to propositions[] concepts[] facts and events[] as can be
seen in the following underlined parts.
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