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00000 DO O As arelatively new movement in cultural studies, ecocriticism has been remarkably free of
theoretical infighting. Until recently, there have been debates about emphasis and omission,but these have not
directly challenged the positions of the originators of the movement. They have rather pointed to new directions
for research into ecofeminism,to xictexts, urban nature, Darwinism, ethnic literatures, environmental justice,
globalism and virtual environments,for example. Ecocriticism has not developed a methodology, althoughits
emphasis on in terdisciplinarity assumes that the humanities and science should be in dialogue and that its debates
should be informed equally by critical and creative activity. These are practices radical enough for those located
within the disciplinary and careerdemarcations of the academy. Perhaps the absence of a methodology provides the
reason for a lack of radical internal debate in the decade since the first ASLE conference at FortCollins in 1995.
There have been no fundamental theoretical tenets or essential ecocriticalpractice against which to rebel. Indeed,
the very inclusiveness and civility of ecocriticismthat has distinguished its conduct may have been its weakness and
may account for an umber of contributors to the debate, from Joseph Meekerd 197200 to Kate Soper[] 1995

0 ,who have offered single significant statements and retreated from the ecocritical scene.Then, within recent years,
ecocritics have been given two critiques and two majoroverviews of the movement. The dialogue between Simon
Estok and Scott Slovic which follows this paper will take this debate further, but this paper should perhaps be
regardedas a contextualisation of an ongoing debate about the future nature of eeocriticism.
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