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[0 O Traditional Chinese medical theories have two major features, their holistic point of view, and their
application of treatment according to the differentiationt] 00 O [0 of symptom-complexes. According to these
traditional viewpoints, the zang-fu organs are the core of the human body as an organicentity 0 O O O O O in
which tissues and sense organs are connected through a network of channels and collaterals [0 00 00 O [ blood
vessels[] . This concept is applied widely to physiology, pathology [0 00 O O [0, diagnosis, and treatment.[] [ The
functional physiological activities of the zang-fu organs are dissimilar, but they work in coordination. There exists
an organic connection between the organs and their related tissues. Pathologically, a dysfunction O 00 0O 00 O O of
the zang-fu organs may be reflected on the body surface through the channels and their collaterals 1 i. e. blood
flowing in the blood vessels near body surfacel] . At the same time, diseases of body surface tissues may also affect
their related zang or fu organs. Affected zang or fu organs may also influence each other through internal
connections. Traditional Chinese medical treatment consists of regulating the functions of the zang-fu organs in
order to correct pathological changes. With acupuncture, treatment is accomplished by stimulating certain areas of
the external body.OJ O Not only is the human body an organic whole, but it is also a unified entity within nature, so
changes in the natural environment may directly or indirectly affect it. For example, changes of the four seasons,
and the alternations of day and night may change the functional condition of the human body, while various
geographical environments can influence differences in body constitution O [J [J [J , and so on. These factors
must be considered when diagnosis and treatment are given. The principles of treatment are expected to be
coordinated with the different seasons and environments.
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