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00 O Although the lives of the Siriono have changed in the intervening decades[] theimage of them as Stone Age
relics has endured.Indeed] in many respects the Sirionosum up the popular conception of life in Amazonia.To
casual observersC] as well as toinfluential natural scientists and regional planners[] the flourishing forests of
Amazoniaseem ageless[] unconquerablel] a habitat totally hostile to human civilization. Theapparent simplicity of
Indian ways of life has been judged an evolutionary adaptationto forest ecology[J living proof that Amazonia could
but[] and cannot sustain amore complex society.[] Archaeological traces of far more elaborate cultures have
been dismissed as theruins of invaders from outside the regiond abandoned to decay in the
uncompromisingtropical environment.Recent Evidencell The popular conception of Amazonia and its native
residents would be enormouslyconsequential if it were true.But the human history of Amazonia in the past 1 1

[J OOOQyears betrays that view as myth.Evidence gathered in recent years from anthropologyand archaeology
indicates that the region has supported a series of indigenous culturesfor eleven thousand years[] an extensive
network of complex societies[]

[J some withpopulations perhaps as large as 10001 0000 thrived there for more than 11 000 yearshefore the arrival
of Europeans.[] Indeedd some contemporary tribesC] including theSiriono[J still live among the earthworks of
earlier cultures.O Far from beingevolutionarily retardedd prehistoric Amazonian people developed technologies
andcultures that were advanced for their time.If the lives of Indians today seem* primitive” [J the appearance is
not the result of some environmental adaptation ofecological barrier] rather it is a comparatively recent adaptation
to centuries ofeconomic and political pressure.Investigators who argue otherwise have unwittingly projected the
present onto the past.
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