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00 O In 1997, NASA published a report concluding that selling trips into space to private citizens could be worth
billions of dollars. A Japanese report supports these findings, and projects that space tourism could be a $10 billion
per year industry within the next two decades. The only obstacles to opening up space to tourists are the space
agencies, who are concerned with safety and the development of a reliable, reusable launch vehicle.[] [ Space
Accommodations[] [ Russias Mir space station was supposed to be the first destination for space tourists. But in
March 2001, the Russian Aerospace Agency brought Mir down into the Pacific Ocean. As it turned out, bringing
down Mir only temporarily delayed the first tourist trip into space.ld (O The Mir crash did cancel plans for a new
reality-based game show from NBC, which was going to be called Destination Mir. The Survivor-like TV show was
scheduled to air in fall 2001. Participants on the show were to go through training at Russias cosmonaut training
center, Star City. Each week, one of the participants would be eliminated from the show, with the winner receiving
atrip" to the Mir space station. The Mir crash has ruled out NBCs space plans for now. NASA is against beginning
space tourism until the International Space Station is completed in 2006.
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