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[0 OO Whenever two friends meet after a long separation, they go through a specialGreeting Ritual. During the first
moment of the reunion they amplify their friendlysignals to super-friendly signals. They smile and touch, often
embrace and kiss,and generally behave more intimately and expansively than usual. They do thisbecause they have
to make up for lost time: lost friendship time. While they havebeen apart it has been impossible for them to send
the hundreds of small, minute-by-minute friendly signals to each other that their relationship requires, and
theyhave, so to speak, built up a backlog of these signals.C] [0 This backlog amounts to a gestural debt that must be
repaid without delay, asan assurance that the bond of friendship has not waned but has survived the passageof time
spent apart: hence the gushing ceremonies of the reunion scene, whichmust try to pay off this debt in a single
outburst of activity.[d [ Once the Greeting Ritual is over, the old relationship between the friends isre-established
and they can continue with their amicable interactions as before.Eventually, if they have to part for another long
spell, there will be a SeparationRitual in which the super-friendly signals will once again displayed. This time
theyhave the function of leaving both partner with a powerful dose of befriendedness, tolast them through the
isolated times to come.O [ In a similar way, if people undergo a major change in social role, we againoffer them a
massive outpouring of friendliness, because we are simultaneouslysaying farewell to their old self and greeting their
new self. We do this when boyand girl become man and wife, when man and wife become father and mother,when
prince becomes king,when candidate becomes president,and whencompetitors becomes champion.] [ We have
many formal procedures for celebrating these occasions, both thephysical arrivals and departures and the symbolic
comings and goings of the socialtransformation. We celebrate birthdays, christenings, comings-of-age,
weddings,coronations, anniversaries, inaugurations, presentations, and retirements. We givehouse-warmings,
welcoming parties, farewell dinners, and funerals. In all thesecases we are in essence, performing Salutation
Displays.
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