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China occupies an area of 9,560,900 square kilometers. It is approximately 1/15 of the land area of the world.
According to the recent population census, China's entirepopulation was 1.3 billion at the end of the year 2005. All
of Europe is believed to beonly half of China in area and in population.The coastline is about 18,000 kilometers,
which is known to be one of the longestcoastlines in the world. There are more than 5,000 islands. Taiwan Island is
the largestis land of China, followed by Hainan Island and Chongming Island.China is said to encounter monsoon
season which is attributable to the heat preserves between the largest continent and the biggest ocean in the world.
During the winter, the polar continental mass of cold and dry air from Siberia permeates a large part of China,and
the tropical mass of hot and humid air from the Pacific affects the weather duringthe summer. A distinctive
continental climate dominates most regions in China.China is divided into 23 provinces, 5 autonomous regions, 4
municipalities directlyunder the Central Government, and 2 special administrative regions. The 5
autonomousregions are. The Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region, The Guangxi Zhuang AutonomousRegion,
The Tibet Autonomous Region, the Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region, XinjiangUygur Autonomous Region. The
4 municipalities directly under the Central Governmentare: Beijing, Tianjin, Shanghai, Chongging. The two special
administrative regions areHong Kong and Macao. In the light of the Constitution, China is a .socialist state under
the people's democratic dictatorship by the working class and based on the alliance ofworkers and peasants. The
organs through which the people exercise the state power arethe National People’s Congress and the local
congresses at different levels. The StateCouncil is the executive body of the highest organ of state
administration.Beijing, the political and cultural center, is the capital of the country. The national flag of China is
the five-star red flag. The national anthem's is the March of the VVolun- teers. The national badge is centered by
Tian'anmen Rostrum in the shine of five stars, encircled by grains and a gear, which fully expresses the
constitutional category of what the People's Republic of Chinas.
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