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[0 O O O Chapter One Introductionl.1 The Resurrection of Zora Neale Hurston1.2 Hurstons Folklore Fiction1.3
The Significance of Reevaluating Hurstons Folklore FictionChapter Two The Prominence of Folkloric
Representations in Hurstons Fiction2.1 The Entry of Black Folklore into Hurstons Fiction2.2 The Definition and
Categorization of Folklore2.3 The Literary Types of Folklore in Hurstons Fiction2.4 The Linguistic Types of
Folklore in Hurstons Fiction2.5 The Religious Types of Folklore in Hurstons Fiction2.6 The Action Types of
Folklore in Hurstons FictionChapter Three Folklore as a Survival Strategy3.1 The VVogue of Black Folk Culture
During the Harlem Renaissance3.2 The Dilemma of African American Writers and Hurstons Masking Strategy3.3
The Criticism of White Cultural VValues3.4 The Deconstruction of the Stereotyped Negro ImagesChapter Four
Folklore as a Means of Reconstructing Black Cultural Identity4.1 American Culture[] African American Culture
and African American Folklore4.2 Racism and Black Cultural Identity4.3 The Socio-Historical Context of
Reconstructing Black Cultural Identity4.4 Reconstructing Black Cultural Identity on DifferenceChapter Five
ConclusionBibliography [
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[0 O Common among DlacK people at mat nme. A numoer ot mese peopletook drastic measures to escape the
feelings of exclusion and passedfor white by means of their physical appearanceld thus rejecting theirblack identity.
The ex-colored man in James Weldon Johnsons novelfor instancel] is a case in point. As a young boy[] Johnsons
proudanti-hero has never put the question of race in his mind because hehas always considered himself as white
before an insensitive whiteteacher classifies him otherwise. The failure of the protagonist ofJohnsons novel to admit
kinship with the black community leads tohis final alienation from Afro-Americans.[] [0 African Americans
anxiety over their racial identity wasexacerbated by the Migration of the Negroes from the Southern
ruralcommunities to the Northern industrial cities. Without the ruralSouthern genesist] blacks in the new
environment of Northern urbancenters seemed to come from nowhere. Since the Great Migrationfrom the South
[0 blacks have often been taken as an urban problem(] a view that erodes Afro-Americans self-esteem and denies
theircollective history. Some of Hurstons contemporaries among theblack literati maintained that the black folk
music and behavior wereundignified and therefore became an impediment to the elevation ofthe race. They strived
to behave more like the whites than the whiteswho flocked to the clubs and cabarets to be entertained by
blackswhose performance based on Southern black folk traditions wasregarded and enjoyed as something alien and
exotic. Focusing herattention on the black.
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