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O O O Built in 1927, the architectural design of the building was neocolonial, incorporating the mode of
Mediterranean culture. It stood five stories high and embodied several outdoor patios or lauais within its structure.
Zoning restrictions and the construction of the building prevented the consideration of adding additional stories.
The building was built in the form of a rectangular horseshoe and containedapproximately 83,000 square feet. It
had been solidly constructed of reinforced concrete and showed a few cracks but no major structural problems.The
wooden windowsills and frame suffered from dry rot and termites. It was felt that the tile roof might need to be
replaced or repaired substantially in the next few years. The original plumbing remained throughout the building.
Part of the wiring had been modernized, but a large portion of the original wiring still remained. Hot water was
provided by large boilers, which continued to function but required frequent maintenance. A parking lot in the
foreground that could accommodate approximately seventy cars separated the YMCA building from Hotel Street.
A privately owned taxi company had leased a portion of this parking lot for its own use. This cluttering aspect
coupled with the trees in front of the building created a visibility problem for the premises.The front section of the
first floor facing Hotel Street consisted of a lobby, thefront desk, a coffee shop and kitchen, a barbershop, and four
office lease spaces. The front desk was a traditional YMCA-type semienclosed area. It was situated near the elevator
and allowed the desk clerk good visibility of most of the activity in the ground-floor lobby area. The lobby was an
open tiled area; it did not contain any traditional lobby furniture. Adjacent to it was a small area that contained
beverage- dispensing machines.
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