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[0 O Shortly after I had fallen asleep] my phone rang. I have my own phone line[1 and | am usedto people calling
late at night. | assumed it was probably my then —— boyfriend calling to checkup on med but when | got to the
phonel] | did not recognize the name or the phone number On thecaller ID. Still hazy from sleeping[] | answered
O but it took me a minute to discern the voice on theother line. It was my friend Nick(D who is a few years older
than me. It was not unusual for himto call when he was bored in the middle of the nightCI for he was rather
irresponsible. But he toldme he was scared] and he was in danger because "the Chicago people" had found him. |
did notunderstand at first. Then I remembered that he used to live in Chicago and had been somewhatinvolved in a
gang there. | heard people in the background] and | knew by the way he was talkingthat he was intoxicated. He
said he was at a party in the subdivision where he lived. The gang hadgone to his house looking for him but then
saw his car parked at the party[] so they stopped there.Nick was hiding in the house[dJ and | could sense the fear in
his voice. My stomach tightenedJ and Iwas so afraid for him. Then all of a sudden he said he had to go and hung
up the phone.] O It was like his fear traveled through the phone line and took me over. | wanted it to be adream. |
tried to call him backJ but I continuously got the annoying busy signal. I just sat on mybed in the darkdJ holding
the phoned hoping he would call back.[J [0 He finally called back over an hour later] and by that time I was sick
with fear. He saidthe guys ended up going through the party looking for himOJ so he crawled out of the
bathroomwindow and took off running back to his house. He said it wasnt safe to stay there[] and hewanted me to
meet him somewhere. | was worried about him drivingl but he didnt want meto pick him up in case the guys were
to follow. He told me to meet him at Wendys as soon aspossible and to call the police if he didnt show up.
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