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[0 O According to HirschI "the impetus to return to a pre-oedipal] pre-verbal moment of origin” through
mother-daughter bonding is meant to "provide an instrument for binding the fragments of self(] " and serves as the
foundation for "a definition of genderdifference” and a framing structure of subject formation that displaces fathers
and other male figures from the "feminist family romance" [0 13000 . Such a view is supported bypsychoanalytic
feminists such as Nancy Chodorow(d Luce Irigaray(] Julia Kristeva and Helene Cixous from the postmodern
school of thought.OO O For Chodorowd American feminist sociologist and psychoanalytic[l female identity is
not based on the oedipal expulsion of the mother] but on the pre-oedipalidentification with the mother: "The
character of the infant’s early relation to its moth erprofoundly affects its sense of self(] its later object-relationships
[ and its feelings about its mother and about women in general" [0 Chodorow 770 . According to Chodorow[]
the role identification of a girl is determined by her on-going attachment to her mother as the primary caretaker.
Different from a boy who is supposed to "detach hisheterosexual orientation from his mother" and identify himself
with the father out of the fear for castration so as to resolve the Oedipus complex[] a girl's "relationship of
dependencel] attachmentJ and symbiosis to her mother continues” as she enters into the Oedipus stage [ 129

O . Although according to psychoanalysts an oedipal girl "oscillates between attachment" to both of her parents[]
given the "normal situation of parenting“and personality composition[] fathers cannot match mothers as
"emotionally exclusiveoedipal object” for girls O ibid.[J . In other words[] women's "closeness to the mother"
instead of their "shift of allegiance to the father" defines their development process in culture (I Hirsch 13200 . As
Chodorow claims[] "the mother is very important in the daughter's psyche and sense of self(] such that core
psychological and in terpersonal experiences for women can be understood in terms of this internal
mother-daughterlineage” [0 Chodorow viiill .00 O O O
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