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PrefacePart One Western Civilization[J The Ancient World: Foundations of the West To A. D. 500 1 The
Ancient Near East: The First Civilizations 2 The Greeks: From Myth to Reason 3 The Romans: From City-State
to World Empire 4 Early Christianity: A World Religion(1 The Middle Ages: The Christian Centuries A. D. 500
[0 1400 5 The Rise of Europe: Fusion of Classical, Christian, and German Traditions 6 The Flowering of
Medieval Civilization: The Christian SynthesisC] The Rise of Modernity: From the Renaissance to the
Enlightenment 1350 [0 1789 7 Transition to the Modern Age: Renaissance and Reformation 8 Political and
Economic Transformation: National States, Overseas Expansion,Commercial Revolution 9 Intellectual
Transformation: The Scientific Revolution and the Age of Enlightenmentd The Modern West: From the
Bourgeoisie Revolution to the Industrial Age 164001 1914 10 The Triumph of England's Parliament:
Constitutional Monarchy and Cabinet Government 11 The American Revolution: Independence and Civil War
12 The Era of the French Revolution: The Affirmation of Liberty and Equality 13 Ferment of Ideas: Romanticism,
Conservatism, Liberalism, Nationalism 14 The Industrial Revolution: The Transformation of Society 15 Europe
in the Industrial Age: Modernization and ImperialismO Western Civilization in Crisis: World Wars and
Totalitarianism 19147 1945 16 World War I: The West in Despair 17 The Soviet Union: Modernization and
Totalitarianism 18 The Era of Fascism: The Attack on Reason and Freedom 19 World War I1: Western
Civilization in the Balance[l The Contemporary World: The Global Age Since 1945 20 Europe After 1945:
Recovery, Realignment, Division 21 U.S. After 1945: Hegemonic Position 22 The New Globalism: Problems and
ProspectsPart Two Chinese Civilization[J Ancient Chinese Civilization: One of the Four Great Ancient
Civilizations 1 Four Great Inventions: the Compass, Gunpowder, Papermaking,and Printing 2 Three Schools of
Thoughts in Ancient: Confucianism, Taoism, Buddhism 3 The First Emperor of Imperial China: Qin Shi
Huangdi 4 The Greatest Dynasty of Imperial China: Hen Dynasty 5 The Classical Literature: The Poetry in Tang
and Song Dynasties[1 Emergence of Modern China: The Semi-Colonial and Semi-Feudalism China 6 The
Opium War: Western Powers Arrive 7 The Growing up of the Chinese Modem History: The Self-Strengthening
Movement 8 The Revolution of 1911 : Turning Point in Modern Chinese History[l Modern Chinese Polities:
From*“ Dark” to” Bright” 9 The New Culture Movement: the Basis for May Fourth Movement 10 Rise of
the Communists: Leader Mao Zedong 11 Anti-Japanese War: Kuomintang and CCP United Front Against Japan
12 Civil War: the Triumph of Communist PartyMain ReferencesPostscript
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ALl The PolisAfter the upheavals that ended the Mycenaean period and the slow recovery of prosperityduring the
Dark Agel] the Greeks developed their basic political and institutional unit] thepolis or city-state(] The details of
this development are largely lost[] but by the end of theDark Age the polis was common throughout Greece

[ Rarely did there[dJ occur the combination of extensive territory and political unity that allowed one polis to rise
above others[] Onlythree city-states were able to muster the resources of an entire region behind them[ Sparta

[0 which dominated the regions of Laconia and Messeniald Athensd which united the large peninsula of Attica
under its ruled] and Thebes[] which in several periods marshaled theresources of the fertile region of Boeotia

[0 Otherwisel] the political pattern of ancient Greece was one of many small city-statesC] few of which were much
songer or richer than their neighbors] Physically the term polls designated a city or town and its surrounding
countrysidel] Thetypical polis consisted of people living in a compact group of houses within the city] The city

" swater supply came from public fountains and cisternsC] By the fifth century B[O CLJ the city was generally
surrounded by a wall(J The city contained a point[J usually elevated[] called the* acropolist] ” and a public
square or marketplacel] agorall [J On the acropolistJ which in the early period was a place of refugel] stood the
temples(] altarstJ public monuments(] and various dedications to the gods of the polistJ The agora was originally
the place where the warrior assembly met[] but it became the political center of the polisC] In the agora were
porticoes] shopst] and public buildings and courtstJ The polis was far more than a political institution] Above
all it was a community of citizens[J] and the affairs of the community were the concern of all citizens] The intimacy
ofthe polis was an important factor[] one hard for modern city dwellers to imaginel] The philosopher Plato
thought that five thousand citizens constituted the ideal population for a polist] Though utopian(] Plato was not in
this case being unrealistic[] Although populationfigures for Greece are mostly guesswork[] because most city-states
were small enough not to need a census] the polis of Thebes in Boeotia is a useful illustration of how small a Greek
state was] When Alexander the Great destroyed Thebes in 335 B[ C[I [ he sold thirty thousand people into
slavery[] Some six thousand people had died in the fightingC] and many others he sparedd Thus the free
population of Thebes had numbered between thirty and forty thousand at most] and Thebes was a large polisC] a
major power[]
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