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(0 O It seems odd that while three-quarters of the world’” S surface is covered with water[] gettingan adequate
supply of itthat” S fresh[J cleanJ and safe to use for drinking[] cooking and washingl is one ofthe most pressing
problems that faces humanity[] Most of the earth’ S water is salt water in the oceans[] only three percent is fresh
and only a small part of that is accessible[] It may be trapped deep under—ground(] in polar ice caps and anyway
is unequally distributed around the globe[J hence the occurrence ofdroughts and floods[J Of the remaining fresh
water[] much is polluted and dangerous to usel] (1 [0 A large part of UNICEF’ S work is involved in bringing
safe water to people and educating them inbasic health care hygiene and nutritiond O O O O O O O Diarrhoea
and enteric diseases spread by pollutedwater and lack of hygiene are the most common caused of death and illness
in children under five in thedeveloping world[J Although water gives life[] it can also transmit disease[] from
cholera and typhoid to leprosy and tra—choma leading cause of blindness among childrenJ Mosquitoes[] and
flies that breed in water bring yellowfever(] malariall [ [J [J and sleeping sickness in their wake[l SO adequate
piped water supplies are needed toeliminate the need for people to gather in such an areal] O [J In rural areas

[ women and children spend a major part of their time going out to collect water[J oftenwalking many miles each
day to provide just the minimum family needs for cooking[] washing and drink—ing[] And they can’ t carry vast
amounts while walking over rough fields bearing a heavy bucketJ Because children have to play their part in family
life(] and that includes getting water[] they may beunable to go to school or be SO tired when they get there that
they have difficulty learningl] They may e—yen have to spend the whole day without a drink as there may not be
any clean water there[J eitherJ [J O Last yearlJ UNICEF aimed to get almost 92001 000 water systems installed

(1 to benefit 20 million peo—piel] working where it is most desperately needed] often just to ensure survival(l A
well may mean thedifference between life and death(]
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