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0000000000000 00DO000DO00DOO00D0ODOOODdThisstory of love and loss begins
during the early 1860's dur-ing the American Civil War. The novel follows two characters as itillustrates the historic
changes endured by a nation radically divid-ed. Scarlett O'Hara is a beautiful, but terribly selfish young wom-an,
who eventually falls in love with the handsome merchant sol-dier, Rhett Butler.OJ [J Scarlett O'Hara was not
beautiful, but men seldom realized itwhen caught by her charm as the local boys were. Her eyes werepale green,
starred with thick black lashes and slightly tilted at theends. At sixteen, thanks to her mother, Ellen, and nurse,
Mammy,she looked sweet and charming, but she was, in reality, overconfi-dent and stubborn. She had the easily
stirred passions of her Irishfather and nothing of her mother’s unselfish nature.[] (I At sixteen years old, Scarlett
had decided that she had foundthe man she wished to marry. Scarlett intended to marry- andmarry Ashley Wilkes-
and she was willing to appear modest andfoolish if those were qualities that attracted men. She had recentlyheard,
however, that Ashley Wilkes was soon to marry his cousin,Melanie Hamilton, a shy and obedient girl, certain
qualities thatScarlett lacked. Their engagement was to be announced at a barbe-cue held at the Wilkes' home.
Scarlett was not frightened aboutthis news, though, as she knew Ashley was deeply in love with her,and needed
only for Scarlett to return his love, or so she thought.[1 [J She had never had a girl friend, and she never felt any
lack onthat account. To her, all women, including her two sisters, werenatural enemies in pursuit of the same
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object- men. All womenwith the one exception of her mother. She knew that her mother wasthe image of justice,
truth, loving tenderness and wisdom--a greatlady. Someday, Scarlett planned to be like her mother, but the
onlydifficulty was being unselfish and truthful, for which she wouldmiss most of the joys in life, and certainly many

boys. Somedaywhen she was married to Ashley and old, she would be like Ellen,her mother, but until then...
00 P10-13
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