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Pinyin is the phonetic alphabet for Chinese characers. It' s the precondition of studying Chinese.Standard Chinese
Phonetics, based on the Scheme for the Chinese Phonetic Alphabet promulgated by the Language Commission,
Ministry of Education, is a set of software applying the most advanced technology to integrate words, sounds,
pictures, animations and music. It produces an easy and pleasant learning environment for the learners. Through
an overall practice enabled by multimedia technology, learners will soon master Chinese pronunciation.
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I. Introduction to Chinese Phonetics1. How to Learn the Chinese Phonetics2. Knowledge of Phonetics3. VVocal
Organs4. The Scheme for the Chinese Phonetic Alphabet5. Alphabet6. Contents of Phonetics[] . The Initialsl. The
Classification of the Initials2. Pronunciation of the Initials3. A Comparison amongj, g, X 4. A Comparison among
z, ¢, s5. A Comparison among zh, ch, sh, r6. A Comparison Between z, ¢, s and zh, ch, sh7. Exercises on the
Pronunciations of the InitialsC] . The Finalsl. The Classification of the Finals2. Simple Finals3. Compound Finals4.
Finals with Nasal Endings5. The Syllable with a Retroflex Ending6. Exercises on the Pronunciation of the FinalslV.
Tonesl. Basic Concepts of Tones2. The Tonal Value and the Tone Category3. Tones of Modern Standard
Chinese4. The Neutral Tone and Tone-sandhi5. Tone ExercisesV. The Dividing MarkVI. The Spelling Rules of
Chinese Phonetic AlphabetV1I. Reading Exercisesl. Short Stories2. Prose3. Fable
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[0 O O These three initials are all dentals. In producing z or c, the tip of your tongue is against the back of your
upper teeth and the air is let out by rubbing through the channel. The difference between z and c is that in
producing c, the breath of air let out is much stronger. In producing s, you put the tip of your tongue close to your
upper teeth and squeeze your breath out. The pronunciation of z is close to that of "ds" in English, except for that
the vocal cords do not vibrate. The pronunciation of ¢ is close to that of "ts" in English, except for that the puff of

air emitted is stronger. E.g.
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