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Shi Ji is an associate professor at Chinese Teaching Center of Southwest Jiaotong University. She has been engaged
in teaching Chinese language courses since 1996 including those at Venice University in Italy from November 2004
to November 2006. As an experienced teacher of Chinese as a second language, she has published a dozen articles

in this field.
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[0 O This story was written by Chen Zhongshi [0 [0 [0 00 [0 [0 a famous contemporary writer. At a beautiful night
twofriends are sitting by a river enjoying the quiet night inthe countryside. However[J their perspectives are
quitedifferent because of their different life style and enviro-ment. The narrator(] TO lives in the countryside
while "he"only comes to the countryside to work for a short time."I" seems sincere and simple[d] and feels that life is
hard inthe countryside. "He" seems impractical and hypocriti-cal(] and feels life in the countryside is poetic. "He"
O fromthe cityd) sees only the quietnessd fresh air and fresh fruitsin the countryside[d and regrets that his
granddaughter can-not have all these. It seems that "he" is tired of the noiseand pollution of city life. However[
during their conversa-tion "he" does not seem to either notice[l or carel] that hisfriend has difficultly in
supporting his family in the coun-tryside. The question is whether "he" is really tired of citylife or not.
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1000000000000 0O Astoryhappened in the 1970s among two youngmen and a beautiful bus
conductress.2.0 0 0000 OO OO OO O O A farmerwent to the city at the beginning stage of thereform and
opening up inthe 1980s inChina3.0 0 0 00O 0O 0O O O O O O O O Twofriends chat a beautiful night away by
ariver.As one lives in the country the otherin the city[] the gap.between country andurban life iS revealed.4.00 [
O0000O0O0O0ODO O Afunny yetbitter story takes place on a train when anold lady from the countryside got
on thetrain with her berth ticket5.0 0 0 0 0O 0O O 0O OO O O O A lostaccount book brings about an
interestingstory.6.0 0 O 0 0O 0O 0O 0O O O O O O An overseasChinese invests in the cOnstructiOn of
hishometown in China.
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