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[0 O O In the early days of Rome, the great city was peaceful and quiet. Of course, there was an army. The soldiers
loved their city. And they wanted to protect it. They did not want to go outside the city walls to fight bat-ties. There
were rocky mountains all round Rome. A great river ran near the city. And so the people thought nobody could
attack them.But one night the Romans received bad news. A soldier on horsebackrode through the streets
shouting, "The enemy has crossed the mountains.Ten thousand soldiers are coming to attack us[]

"All the Romans were afraid. No one knew what to do or where to go. Women and children ran in the streets
shouting. Men and boys pre-pared themselves to fight. The Roman ruler quickly decided that their army was too
small. They could not go out and meet the army.
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