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This spirit of self-help, as exhibited inthe energetic action of individuals, has in alltimes been a marked feature in the
Englishcharacter, and furnishes the true measureof our power as a nation. Rising above theheads of the mass, there
have always beena series of individuals distinguished beyondothers, who have commanded the publichomage. But
our progress has been owingalso to multitudes of smaller and unknownmen. Though only the generals' namesmay
be remembered in the history of anygreat campaign, it has been mainly throughthe individual valor and heroism of
theprivates that victories have been won. Andlife, too, is "a soldier's battle," ~ men inthe ranks having in all times
been amongstthe greatest of workers. Many are the livesof men unwritten, which have neverthelessas powerfully
influenced civilization andprogress as the more fortunate great whosenames are recorded in biography.
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