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[0 O The stereotype of what a middle-class man did with his money was perhaps nearer the truth. He was——and
still is——inclined to take a longer-term view. Not only did he regard buying a house of these provided him and
his family with security. Only in very few cases did workers have the opportunity (or the education and training) to
make such long-term plans.[] [0 Nowadays, a great deal has changed. In a large number of cases factory workers
earn as much, if not more, than their middle-class supervisors. Social security and laws to improve job-security,
have made it less necessary than before to worry about "tomorrow". Working-class people seem slowly to be losing
the feeling of inferiority they had in the past. In fact there has been a growing tendency in the past few years for the
middle-classes to feel slightly ashamed of their position.[] [ The changes in both life-styles and attitudes are
probably most easily seen amongst younger people. They generally tend to share very similar tastes in music and
clothes, they spend their money in having a good time, and save for holidays or longer-term plans when necessary.
There seems to be much less difference than in precious generations. Nevertheless, we still have a wide gap between
the well-paid (whatever the type of job they may have) and the low-paid. As long as this gap exists, there will always
be a possibility that new conflicts and jealousies will emerge, or rather that the old conflicts will re-appear, but
between different groups.
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