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[0 O O Once the forecasters have determined that it is likely the hurricane will reach shore, they is-sue a hurricane
watch for a large, general area that may be in the path of the storm. Later, when the probable point of landfall is
clearer, they will issue a hurricane Warning for a somewhat more limited area. People in these areas are wise to
stock Up on nonperishable foods, flash light and radio batteries, candles, and other items they may need if
electricity and water are not available after the stoma. They should also try to hurricane-proof their houses by
bringing in light-weight furniture and other items from outside and covering windows. People living in low-lying
areas are wise to evacuate their houses because of the storm surge, which is a large rush of water that may come
ashore with the storm. Hurricanes generally lose power slowly while traveling over land, but many move out to sea,
gather up force again, and return to land. As they move toward the north, they generally lose their identity as
hurricanes.
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