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[0 O One study, conducted in Kyoto, Japan, observed six chimps in captivity. Chimps were shown videos of other
chimp yawning, along with chimps that opened their mouths but did not yawn. Of the six, two chimps yawned
contagiously a number of times. Even more interesting, like their human counterparts under age 5, the three chimp
infants showed no susceptibility to contagious yawning.[J [J This may be related to the fact that empathy is taught
and learned. If contagious yawning is the result of empathy, thend [ contagious yawning wouldnt exist until the
ability to empathize was learned. But what if empathy is never developed[]

Another study, lead by cognitive researcher Atsushi Senju, sought to answer that question.[J [J People with autism
spectrum disorder are considered to be developmentally impaired emotionally. Autistics have troubleconnecting
with others and find it difficult to feel empathy. Since autistics-have difficulty feeling empathy, then they shouldnt
be susceptible to contagious yawning.[J [ To find out, Senju and his colleagues placed 48 kids ages 7to 15in a
room with a television. Twenty-four of the test subjects had been diagnosed with autism spectrum disorder, the
other half were non-autistic kids. Like the Kyoto chimp study, the test subjects were shown short clips of people
yawning as well as clips of people opening their mouths but not yawning,While the kids with autism had the same
lack of reaction to both kinds of clips, the non-autistic kids yawned fiaore after the clips of people yawning.O

[ But there could be another interpretation to Senjus findings. Autistics tend to focus on the mouths of people
with whom they interact. But contagious yawning is thought to be cued——not by movements in the mouth area
——>but by changes to the area round the yawning persons eyes. This could explain why autistics are less
susceptible to contagious yawning- perhapsstheyre just missing the cues.
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