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O 00 What Does Uncle Sam Mean[

[0 O Did you know that everyone in America has one relative in common(]

Have you ever heard of Uncle Sam[]

Who iS this Uncle Sam[]

Where did he come from[

What does he look likel]

And if he'S everyone'S uncled where does he go for family dinners[]

O O Well,Uncle Sam is not a real person.He was created sometime during the War of 1812 to symbolize the
United States of America. Where did the name come from[J

No one is really surel] but most people think he was named for Samuel Wilson.[O O Samuel Wilson was bom in
Massachusetts in 1766.He moved to New York[J where he became a meat supplier.There[d he put meat into
barrels to send to United States arnlies. The barrels of meat were marked with the letters* U.S.” to show that they
calrle from the United States.One story says that the soldiers jokingly called the meat supplier* Uncle Sam” tO
stand for the letters on the barrels.Since the meat came from the American government(] when people thought of
Uncle Sam they thought ofthe government.[J [J Even though Uncle Sam is thought to have gotten his nalTle from
Samuel Wilson.the drawings that cartoonists created in the 1800'S looked nothing like him.A cartoonist named
Thomas Nast was the first to draw him the way he is most often drawn today.OJ O OO O
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