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IntroductionPART ONE Clearing the ground1 Talking about language teaching2 Theory and practice3 Towards a
conceptual framework4 ResearchPART TWO Historical perspectivess Approaches and studies6 A sketch of recent
and current trends[] 1880-1980PART THREE Concepts of language7 Trends in linguistic theory8 Linguistic
theory and language teachingd] emergence of a relationship9 Linguistic theory and language teaching

[ reassessment and current statusPART FOUR Concepts of society10 [J Society] cultured] and languagell
Aspects of sociolinguistics12 The social sciences and the second language curriculum13 The sociology of language
teaching and learningPART FIVE Concepts of language learning14 Psychological approaches to language and
learning15 Development of a psychological perspective in language teachingll a selective reviewl6 Models of
second language learning and the concept of proficiencyl7 Learner factors18 Conditions of learning and the
learning processPART SIX Concepts of language teaching19 The study of education and its relevance to language
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[0 O The growing disillusionment about research on pedagogy led inves-tigators[] particularly in North America
[0 to the conviction that the morefundamental issues of the nature of language learning should be studiedby
research methods[] and a veritable explosion of studies on secondlanguage learning dominated research in the
seventies. However[d mostof this highly productive work emphasized free or undirectedlanguage learning]
contributing relatively little to the questions aboutmore effective approaches to language teaching. In the meantime
[0 several innovations were introduced in language pedagogy; yet few ofthese were supported by research.

O Understanding the role of researchd [J Research has been part of the language teaching scene for long enoughto
enable us to make some general observations about the nature ofresearch and the contribution of research to
language pedagogy.Strangely enough[] very little has been written about research onlanguage teaching per sel
perhaps because among many practitioners itis still regarded as a somewhat peripheral aspect of language
teaching.Consequently language teaching research lacks direction. There hasbeen little discussion about research
emphasesC] nor has a distinctresearch methodology established itself as yet.
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[0 O Fundamental Concepts of Language Teaching [ The purpose of this book is to put the various aspectsof
applied linguistic research into historical andinterdisciplinary perspective. It gives an authoritativesurvey of past
developments world-wide[d and establishesa set of guidelines for the future. The book is divided intosix parts and
the subjects treated in each part are asfollows[] [J [J Clearing the Ground sets the tone for the whole bookin its
careful definition of terms and its view of currentissues.[] (I Historical Perspectives provides a survey of
languageteaching trends from 1880 to the present day.[] O Concepts of Language deals with trends in
linguistictheory and their relationship to language teaching.[J OO Concepts of Society traces the development of
sociologyand anthropology as academic disciplinesC] and considersthe bearing each has on the study of language
andlanguage learning.[J [0 Concepts of Language Learning aims to draw up atheoretical base for language teaching
which relates bothto the individual learner and to the language learningprocess as a whole.[1 [1 Concepts of
Language Teaching deals with the study ofeducation and its relevance to language teaching.[J [J H. H. Stern was
Head of the Modern Language Centre atthe Ontario Institute for Studies in Education from 1968 t01981 and
Professor Emeritus in the Department ofCurriculum Studies at the same Institute from 1981 to 1987.00 J Applied
Linguistics Adviser. H. G. Widdowson
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