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00 O Although he agreed that character had rightly supplanted story in the modern novel] James thought that
Howells showed far too little care in framing the picture. In an 1886 essay[] written in reactionto“ Henry James
0Jr.” and the controversy it had incited] James praised Howells' s*“ work ofl] [0 observation[d of patient
and definite notation.” There was no other novelist in English(] he thought[] whose work was “ so exclusively a
matter of painting what he seesC] and who is so sure of what he sees.” And the object of the novelist’ s eyel] as
Howells insisted in his own criticismd was “ the common( the immediate[] the familiar and vulgar elements of
life.” HowellsO said Jamesd “ adores the reall] the natural(] the colloquialCJ the moderate[d the opti-mistic
[0 the domesticl] and the democratic; looking askance at exceptions and perversities and superioritiesC] at
surprising and incongruous phenomena in general.” 1401 [0 For James[] Howellsian realism had two major
limitationstJ however. Firstl] although it grasped “ a large part of the truth” - the optimistic truth of the
American average - it blinked the darker elements: “ If American life is on the whole . . . more innocent than that
of any other country[] nowhere is the[ fact more patent than in Mr. Howells* s novelsC] which exhibit so
constant al] [ study of the actual and so small a perception of evil.” Secondd] Howells’ s[] conviction that

“ style” mattered litde in the novel led him to hold “ compo-sition too cheap” and to allow his work to
become artistically unruly. Howells* s fondness for the dramatic method was[] moreover(] all too keen: * a
critical reader sometimes wishes[] not that the dialogue might be suppressed [ it is too good for that[] [0 but that
it might be distributed] interspaced with narrative and pictorial matter. The author forgets sometimes to paint[]
to evoke the conditions and appearancesl] to build in the subject” [0 “ William Dean Howells(1 7  152[1 3[1
1550.0 000
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