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0 O A0 Fined thank you.[ [0 As you may be awarel] the possible responses to How are youlin this exchange
are strictly limited by conversational rules. The great majority of the time[] a native speaker will simply say Fine. It
is also perfectly acceptable to make some other positive comment such as Pretty we//[J OK[I Notbad[] Great[]
etc. What is not acceptable[] however[J is to treat this seriously as a question and give either a long response or
one that is in any way negative. You should not give a detailed explanation of your recent health difficultiesC] nor
should you say Terrib/eJ which would then require the other person to ask about your troubles.[J 0 Another
subtlety which students of English often get mixed up has to do with the difference between greetings and
introductions. O [0 For exampled what is the proper response when you meet a person for the first time and he or
she says[1 How do you dol]

You probablyJ know that you should not answer this question Finel] or thanks.[J [J Instead[] the proper
response is to repeat the same questionl] How do you dol or to say[] /t's nice to meet you. Here the interrogative-
form sentence How do you doJ

and the statement-form sentence /t's nice to meet you have exactly the same discourse meaning.[] O They are
both formulas for a special type of phatic communion that occurs only when meeting a person for the first time.[J
[0 On every subsequent meeting[] even if a long time has passed] you must use a different set of formulas. With
someone you have met beforel] the interrogative-form question changes to How are youl [J or How are you
doing[

.00 and the statement-form question changes to Nice to see you. Many Chinese studentsC] even thosel] who have
a very strong command of English grammar and vocabulary] will persist in the mistake of greeting friends with the
expression] Nice to meet you. This is unfortunate because it makes
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