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[0 O 2.3Discourse functions of preposing] [ Although English word order has often been described asfixed[ it
is possible for speakers to vary the core elements of theclause to achieve certain discourse functions [ Biher et al.
[0 2000;Hendriks] 200401 . The marked placement of core elements suchas preposing[] left-dislocation and
inversion serves various needsof communication. This section will be specially concerned withhow preposing
constructions are employed for discourse purpo-ses.[] [J As a type of noncanonical word order[] preposing
construc-tions in English are syntactically markedd with a rather low fre-quency in discourse. However[d this
markedness does not denyits unigue functions in organizing information units and establis-hing linking relations
between discourse entities. As is argued byHalliday and Hasan [0 197601 [I the coherence of a discourse
maydepend on its component propositions related to each other in oneway or another. It follows that in a coherent
discourse the infor-mation conveyed in the current utterance generally draws on theinformation that is already
present in the discourse.For in-stanceld Birner and Ward [ 199801 200] discuss discourse coherencefrom the
perspective of information links.
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