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[0 O Clearly there was something missing in me. Nature had endowed the rest of the human race with a sixth sense
and left me out. This must be so[] | musedd] on my way back to the classC] since whether | had broken a window
[ or failed to remember Boyle's Law[1 or been late for schooll] my teachers produced me oneld adult answer.
"Why can't you think?"0 O As I saw the casel] | had broken the window because | had tried to hit Jack Arney
with a cricket ball and missed him 1 could not remember Boyle's Law because | had never bothered to learn it[]
and I was late for school because | preferred looking over the bridge into the river. In factdl | was wicked. Were my
teachers] perhapsC] so good that they could not understand the depths of my depravity? Were they clear(
untormented people who could direct their every action by this mysterious business of thinking? The whole thing
was incomprehensible. In my earlier years[] | found even the statuette of the Thinker confusing. | did not believe
any of my teachers were naked[] ever. Like someone born deafl] but bitterly determined to find out about sound
O 1 watched my teachers to find out about thought.[J [0 There was Mr. Houghton. He was always telling me to
think. With a modest satisfaction] he would tell that he had thought a bit himself. Then why did he spend so
much time drinking? Or was there more sense in drinking than there appeared to be? But if not] and if drinking
were in fact ruinous to health——and Mr. Houghton was ruinedl] there was no doubt about that why was he
always talking about the clean life and the virtues of fresh air? He would spread his arms wide with the action of a
man who habitually spent his time striding along mountain ridges.[J [ "Open air does me good[] boys——I
know it

"0 O Sometimes[] exalted by his own oratory[] he would leap from his desk and hustle us outside into a hideous
wind.OO O "Now[] boys[]

Deep breaths[]

Feel it right down inside you——huge draughts of God's good air[]

"0 O He would stand before us rejoicing in his perfect health(] an open-air man. He would put his hands on
his waist and take a tremendous breath. You could hear the wind trapped in the cavern of his chest and struggling
with all the unnatural impediments. His body would reel with shock and his ruined face go white at the
unaccustomed visitation. He would stagger back to his desk and collapse thered useless for the rest of the
morning. 0 O 0O O
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